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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Markle Lead Works was placed on the CERCLIS as a result of a 103c,"
Notification of Hazardous Waste Site," filed in 1980 by NL Industries.

No location was provided other.than Granite City City, I11incis and

years of operation were listed as 1906 to 1927. Utilizing this information,

in April of 1986 Ken Page instituted a search of I11inois EPA files and
ascertained that there was no additional information in normal channels.
Considering the number of unknown factors and the potential adverse

impact of this type of facility, USEPA Region 5 authorized use of unconventional
methods to gain further information.

Several city directories contemporary to the dates of operation were
located in the Granite City Library, and that facility was visited on
June 3, 1986 by Richard Lange. The folliowing is a site history, given
chronologically, taken from information located in the Granite City
Library.

The Markle Lead Works was incorporated in 1894 with C.N. Markle, George

A. Madil, and John W. Noble as directors. A 200 ft. shot tower was
completed and put in service in 1895. In September 1895, four (4)

machines were added to manufacture clay pigeons. In 1899 a department

was added to produce babbit, solder, type metal, bar lead, and bar tin

at a capacity of about five (5) tons per day. In November of 1900, the
plant experienced a fire, which apparently destroyed most of the operation.
By early 1901, they had rebuilt and added a lead smelter to the operation.

Overall plant capacity, circa 1901-1902, was given at about one (1) car
load of shot, one-half car load of clay pigeons, and 60,000 1bs. of pig
lead. The above information is taken from Granite City Methodism by J.W.
Abel.

A fifty-three (53) page untitled document, circa 1908, recruiting investment
in Granite City makes the following statement. "The Hoyt Metal Company,
which is a consolidation of the Markle Shot Co., The Hoyt Metal Co., the
Collier Shot Company, and others, is engaged in the manufacture of white
lead, sheet lead, lead pipe, shot and metals, and plumbers' supplies.

The plant occupies thirty (30) acres of ground and the additional

buildings erected shortly represents investment of two million dollars.

As there will be no smelting done at this plant, there will be nothing
objectionable to this enterprise. Granite City is the western distributing
point of the company." This information is taken from page four (4) of

the above mentioned document in the Granite City Library History Room,
filed under the call letters R. 977.386/GRA.

The 1912 Granite City Directory lists Hoyt Metal Co., 16th bet. B and

State. The 1921 City Directory 1ists Hoyt Metal Co. (Nat. Lead Works),

16th bet B and State. The 1925 City Directory lists National Lead Co.

at 15th and State. Conversation with Granite City Library staff indicates
that the former B Street is currentiy represented by Benton St. In

August of 1984, the Taracorp, Ind. Hoyt Plant address is given by stationary
as 16th and Cleveland.



Page 2

When one compares the historic information concerning site location and

size against information contained in Taracorps Part A and Part B

permit applications, serious concerns are raised that the site is considerably
larger than previously suspected. Rough calculations of site size, from
dimensions provided in the above permit applications, indicate the site
contains less than eighteen (18) acres, and historic information indicates
that in 1908 thirty (30) acres were operated by Hoyt Metal Co.

The Preliminary Assessment of this site for CERCLA concerns is further
complicated by the existence of an NPL listed site within the confines
of a facility with Interim Status. A high priority has been placed on
further investigation of this site and the first effort should address
the applicability of CERCLA to areas outside the RCRA permitted facility
boundaries.

RML:jp:4/105
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F. R. Baser
Direciur. .

- .. .Enwonmental Control Depanment - == —— oot T
,r\r - . —_———
N -4 - - - M
ua . —— ——June 9, ITT
Regional Administrator - o .
US EPA Region S -
Sites Notiflic.ticn R — - - -
Chicago, IL 60604
~ Dear Sir: - - ~
S NL Incdustries, Inc. has completed did enclosags Ll "Led i!ctm-m.,x o ﬁ:r"?c:us
oL - asies Site” tcrms, each of which identifies a site within your regicn where hazzcdous

waste may have been stcred or disposed of. Certain facilities were or are cwnzd oy
subsidiaries, whether whoily or majority ownecd; some of these subsidiaries rave tzoz2n
liquidated, and some have not. For convenience of reference, all notifications ure
- ----being made in the name of the parent, NL Industries, [ne. In some cases cur
--- - information is incomplete es to dates that old facilities started and/or ceased
operations. In most cf these cases the facility no lenger exists.

NL was formed in 1891 by the merger of a number of independent lead cr reiated
product manufacturers, soine of which may have been in business for over a century
previous to 188l. We have not attempted to complete ferms for {acilities not operatad
since 1831, becuuse of coubt rezarding the obligation to co so, and our general lack of
any specific information regardirg such sites. Similarly, we are generally unable !9
trace the corporate history of companies_which were acguired ard therafcrehave—not
retuded—faeitities WS were disposed of py such companies prior to tne date of
‘acquisition by NL.

C e

A number of our filings are precautionary and are based on uncertainty induced by ‘he
absence of reguistory guicemce in interpreting non-specific statutory languasge.
Accordingly, our "estimates", “suspiciens”, and “presumptions” whrether or not labeled
- should not be construed as admissions that the activities described too pluce, or had
the cescribed consequences, or that NL is in any way responsible for such activities or
consequences. In most such cases, we expressly disclaim responsibility.

»/r; truly /'?:urs,
/Ja R

F. R. Rasper

FRB/tb - em—
Enciosures

NL Industries, Inc.
P Box 1090 Hugtetown N J 08520 Tol (609) 443-2411
By TIIT U
ce e A emS

o 1L lE)
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Exdisting RCRA facillity:
Waste Pile area CERCLA-NPL Site
Area suspected as being formerly part of Nat. Lead/Hoyt Metals

KEY TO MAP
LOCATION OF . / EXPLANATION OF 2Z0NE DESIGNATIONS
TARACORP FACILITY
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PANEL: 120443 -0004A

EFFECTIVE: June 1, 1978

PLA‘IN MAP FIGURE 6
ﬁﬁ ERM-North Central Inc.
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August 1, 1984,

Regional Administrator, i Sos

United States Envircnmental Protection Agency, - ' T
Region V, f:)
PCRA Activirtiez,

230 South Dearborn Street, vVab v Lo
Chicago, !1linois 60604, e

Reference: Taracorp Industries

Granite City, Illinois Plant IQIZCZIZI‘,I:I)
ILD-036731468 &, TSD,PA ~

AUGO 232
WMD-RAIU
Dear Mr. Pierard: EPA, REGION v

Attention: Mr. Kevin Pierard, 5S5HW-12

Per our telephone request of July 31, 1984 for a filing deadline extension
for Taracorp Industries, Granite City Plant's RCRA Part B Permit Application,
this is our written request and justification.

We ask that the Regional Administrator arant at least a thirty (30) day ex-
tension and give consideration to granting a sixty (60) day extension.

Taracorp Industries is requesting this extension due to mitigating circum=
stances surrounding the Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings.

Staff time and personnel available to prepare the necessary documentation
for the RCRA Part B Permit Apnlication has been severely limited due to
Chapter 11 and the necessity of preparing documentation information fnr the
bankruptcy proceedings.

Taracorp Industries has not yet been able to reach an understanding with
I11innis EPA regarding the issue of land permits, which will have a direct
bearing om our RCRA Part B Permit Apnlication.

Additionally, there are issues in the Rankruntcy Court surrounding this

facility's waste nile, which will also have a direct bearing in the RCRA
Parr B Permit Arplication.

RECENVEN
l_.}t AUG 3 0 1984
PLANT ‘EPA,DLPC
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The Markle Lead Works were incorporated in 1801, and
work was at once begun on the buildiogs. The tower (a cut
of which accompenies this sketch) was completed and put in
operation the following year. In September of 1775 a targel
department was added. lere four large machines are kept
busy oight sod day making clay pigeons or “"black hirds' as
they are bramded. A lew years agn the prairie where Granite
City now stamds furnished the sportsman abumdant material
for his skill, but now he must be content to a test of his skill
by the wee of the patent game, much of which is m:de at this
interesting plent.

Iun. Nowember, 1000, the company suflered a heavy loss.
At sbout 6 o'clock in the evening the dreaderd fire whistles
«ouaded the alarin, and in less than an hour half of this valu-
able plant was in ashes. lo less than ninety davs it was re-
buiit on a more extensive scale, and 10 connection with the

metal depa‘tment was added a “‘can wax”" departinent. o The
]
1

same year a lead amelter, to which at this time new furnaces
are being ailded, was built.

The department in which are made hahbitt and solder,
type metals, har lead and har tin, was added in 1899, with a
capacity of about five tons a day. About one car load of shot
is made per Jay, a half car load of targets and about 60 .0
pounds of pig lead. The capacity of the can wax department
is about 2,500 pounds.

This interesting plant was incorporated with C. N. Mar-
kle, Geo. A. Madil and John W. Neble as directors.

The tower from which the shot falls is 210 feet high.

The American Steel Foundry Co.

This company was organized during the panic times of
1892 and 1493 on a moderate scale, its ohject being the mak-
ing of ra "1oad castings of steel.

They have forged ahcad f1om that time on, douhling their
capacity a. ( even excecding it, and ahout two years ago
branched oi. into the manulacture of steel coal, ore and tank
cars in a ld:1 OHn to their loundry work.

They h:.c¢ pulled through all conditions, never having
been interru ted by strikes or shut-downs, and are to dav the
Iargest ex ' «.ve cast steel foundry in the countiv, owning
and opsrat! g their own iton mines and lurnaces, producing
all of their own raw material for use in making up steel.

Their steel car plaut is competing strongly with the
largest concerns of its kind in the world, they just baving
completed an order {or a lot of stecl coal cars for the Caledon
ian Rsilway of Eugland and Scotland.  This order is for the
first lot of cars that ever went suto Greal Britain {from the out-
side. They have agents all over the world and the name of
the American Steel Foundry Company is widely known ia
railroad circles.

The plant at Granite City covers about twenty six acres
of ground and the company employs about twothoasand men
working mght and day. .
)
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Establiched Mansfacturers

The manufacturing plants already incated here
reptesent miilions of dollare: of a:a:i invested by
shrewd business men, who, sffer ul investiga-
tian, found that Granite CRys offered greater ad-
vatrages and more specist indweements to mann.
facturers than any nther-city. Elsewhere in this
bonk we reprnduce views of omr varous manufae-
tnring piants. and in order to give the reader an idea
of the seepe nof these entcrprices, we will give a
<hart <keteh of each of onr more important manu-
facturics

“he Natrnal Enamelig & Stamipiyg 0 makers
af the Royal Granite Sieel Ware, aperates one of the
largest factories of s kind in the world, covering
an area of fifteen acres and emploving over ffteen
hundre:! men.

The Gramte Citv Steel Waorks, makers af chert

GRANITE CITY

Streets and Boul

Although tiranite City ha:
record in reachimg a popria:
less than ten vears, it conone s *
<o-calied “Rocm Cries)” wwhi
ground in 1 mucheonm {a-i-
Ly men having o interesr
community, het onerely soox -
The city w.is and cat after -
with a view of createes o
which porst (¢ ooz fast gnovao
weil grated and we'! kene
trees, 14.000 trecs havire o
attained gooed growsh nd
appearance ~f the oty I
miles of cirects, 3 onedd o
with brick and, « vivg e T
the complete <cterrgn svermy

and I\.nr steel ny»‘ tin plrte "Ihi<‘mjm.u~c plant, i excellent combin o e

ownes by the Notoal Poorocting & Soampree Cor anghfares leaching from

crvers aggared of crghteen aeos nd oo ness conter i+ Nicdemelooes

theueand nen. . . honor of the founders ~f the
Ihe Amietican Steel Fomvley, cngzed e the

manufacture of stcel castings, railread holsters, erc, Our Banks

eni fave over two thovand men and their extencaive
werks cecupy a space o fifteon acres of wroned

The Conmeenweatth Stee? Company, neaneiactares
of weel ersrmgs and ralrenl eepplics, whace aahs
acmupy ten acres ol graund and lave ocapaciy of
150 tons Glaily, gves emplovment 10 1500 men,

The Hevt Mctal Company. which i< a consoli-
dation af the Markle Shot Cn.. the Hoyt Metal Co.,
the Collirr Shot Co. and athere, is engaged in the
manufacture of white lead. <hicct leadl, lead pipe,
shot and metals and plumbers’ supphies  The plant
oaccupies thirty acees of gromnt and the additicnal
buildmege erected <hortlv represent an invesiment of

The fact tl ¢+ Coramte Ciev
combimedd ot
depnsits of Jrovd o
of the extcat ot
Mhe Gramite Crity Nanoval it
and <tone structiupe, erecicrd .
ing a splendid equipment
firc and hurg'ar proof van!:-
Bank oceupies 1 snbaantial wi- .
ture, costing S18,000 Thiy ot
hurglar proeof canlte and ve
every detail

conal ol
mrhy
g Toreene g v
'

twn miilicn dollars s thare wall be no smelting  svrawas More ALBERT W. NIEDRINGHAUS Hote!
Jlone at this plant, there will Pn nothing objectionahle - Seo 1 Granite Ciry Sweel Works otels
to thi t ise. anite City i« th t dis- . . . . . . .
o this enterprise. Grani Gy e Ihe western @S The Western Fire iirick Company wmanufacture a With two firer N

tributing vnint of the company. .
: Comipany’~  estab-

accemmodaticen 1o pre et

The narn Products Refr high grade of fire brick foc furnaces, retorts, kilns, ! ' ]
lishment envers an arct of twoniy aceos of grouml €€ for which an cxcellent ciav is immicdiately at  termty Rath hintele an
' ) hand. vugement  ndoare

numher over oo theareand
Uue company onts vp bagh grade syenpe, starch,
glocnce, precerves tolliea, ce s adihiti o te wlneh
forty car loeds oo corn are nsed npalaly in the proee
duction of v, carch aml corn prodacts

The Wagner Brewing Company Jas one of the
most up-tn-idate hrewery plants i+ the country, hav.
ing a capacity of fifty thousand harrels of heer an-
adly and ancluding a Sn-ton ace malang plane Thig

white their emploves

Granite City andl Lime ond Cement Company,
whose plant cnvers 1 space nf 234000 sqyare feet,
furnishes huilding snpoiies o< well as coal. feed and

has
tn

TTeel the Tareer af
40 o and ot
elricrong,
eommadating

we '

forty 1o
accotnlio,

frees

'

o

Orgarszat. -

hrewery gives cmplosment 1o 259 peraon. e b e
Ihe Granite City Cevin Flavater lins o eapacity of RS TR R
80000 hchiels Tl 2o Toe s b b 1l coiter e P
of the finect wlhr 4 prving wretinne af the connhiy, ITECIN B S
with excellent maca!-m rnad. contering n Grannte Wl i

City. and with exceptional Mpping facilities tn all
prirte, 1t handles an enormous volume of busine:s

v

EYRETTL AL

L

The Granire City Pox Co. employs 50 men and cnt . Nt
np oves cie miilion ieet of lnmber annuallv. s ey
corvpany neanfactises packing boses e eaces fap [FESRTAYCN TTS
whiach there 1€ x large Jdemand. . s the
e Morriz Hallow Building Rlaock Ca . enceaged Crea's e
my the mrvrefr tere o f o Beabling Lo " (op [ 2 hie s
e i the o armann o Seoopee o bl o RS ITRE TR IRE '
whi i ahere e grent g bt adomted e, e e
enpievs evor ane bl e ity e

MORGAN LE MASTERS
Maynr of Coranite City

ot lbas oo AR A ‘\,:l’\hi‘l!\[ Cotels a4 spaee '~i
seraie e ot s cae of the largest ware-
I s et ats ke the Uniatedl States.

Al mantfactuning sites i Granite City, nf which
there arc still a iarge number of very desirable loca-
ticns open, are so arranged as to allow each minu-
facturer to share in the advantages of the complete

ratiroad svatem
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POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS
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Spe A5 w e
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03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED ___ _______ 04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
o
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04 NARRATIVE DESCRIFTION

n POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 1. IDENTIFICATION
oEPA PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT oy s S A
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L MAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS covmen

01 O J. OAMAGE TO FLORA 020 OBSERVED (DATE ______ ) O POTENTWAL 0O ALLEGED
04 NARRATVE DESCIIPTION

01 O K. CAMAGE TO FAUNA 02COBSERVED (DATE _____ ) O POTENTIAL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DESCAIPTION incns ~omers) o sooeos

01 O L CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 020 OBSERVED DATE _____ ) O POTENTAL O ALLEGED
04 MARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 %8 UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES 020 OBSERVED(DATE ____ ) ETOTENTAL G ALLEGED

150908 nne¥ Wongng Seusit Mgbovg SremSI
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED .. 04 NARRATIVE DESCAIPTION
e L atove_

0t [ N DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 02(iOBSERVED(DATE ___ ) O POTENTAL O ALLEGED
04 NAARATIVE DESCAPTION
01 C O CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS, STORM ORAINS, WWTPs 02 OBSERVED(DATE. ____ ) O POTENTIL O ALLEGED
04 NARRATIVE DE SCRIFTIOM
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